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The windows down. The music cranked up. And the five senses firing on all cylinders as the open road leads 

to an endless horizon. Talk about a sensory experience. Whether she’s traveling to the set of her hit NBC 

television show Parenthood or wiling away the wee-small hours at her favorite neighborhood haunts at  

night, actress Erika Christensen is engaged in each and every moment. Chevrolet Camaro takes a ride  

with the no-holds-barred star as she moves from day to night, taking on the big and small screens with an 

uncompromising statement of style, passion, confidence, and attitude.
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By Day . . .

on the road
“I’ve always enjoyed being on a bicycle.  
You really get to know your city and  
see a lot of great places to drive to,  
like [along] Glendora Mountain Ridge  
Road, or Angeles Crest Highway to  
Mt. Wilson. Or, [from] the West side  
to the beach … and then up into  
Malibu to a canyon and [into the]  
hills [where] you get incredible  
views out across the ocean.” 

deeper shade of soul
“There’s an album [by] Cut Chemist called Sound of the Police. With one turntable and a loop, [the 

artist] mixed Latin American music and African music, and it is mind-blowingly good and it’s what  
I listen to in my car. And then old soul … I’ll go on YouTube and find one good song, and then build 
a playlist with a bunch of artists I’ve never heard of [like] Lulu Reed and Lula Reed, two old soul 
singers that I randomly found.”

go-to sunglasses:

The Hundreds Eyewear 
“Phoenix” Model 

scents of the city:

“I like the smells of 
the city … bagels 
baking in the morning 
on Fairfax, donuts  
in Glendale. [And] I  
think toast has got 
to be one of the best 
smells, and coffee.”

chat and chew
“L.A. has an amazing farmer’s market on Ivar. 
The guy I go to has feta and olive oil and sundried 
tomatoes and hummus. His name is George [and] 
he will force you to try it all. And once you try it, 
you’re like, [this] is unbelievable. I also will buy  
whatever’s in season. I always go for heirloom  
tomatoes and avocados.”

“Awesome, let’s do this. Rock and roll.” 
A few simple but straightforward words that sum up Erika Christensen’s authentic approach to her craft. After an auspicious 
start at age 12 in commercials and amateur theatrical productions, Christensen mesmerized audiences with her painfully  
riveting portrayal of a troubled teen in the Oscar®-winning film Traffic, and followed it up with a series of transformative 
turns in movies including Swimfan, The Banger Sisters, The Upside of Anger, and Flight Plan.  
Most recently, her on-screen journey has led her to the acclaimed television series  
Parenthood. “I feel like I’ve come full circle with Parenthood. [My character] is different  
from any other I’ve played. I trust her to do what she is doing, and that’s a really good  
place to be. That’s when it works, and that’s always where I’m trying to be.”  

free and easy: 

From post office to the 
movie theater to King’s 
Road Café in West  
Hollywood for coffee, 
“by day, I’ll wear my J 
Brand chinos and  
a Rapha cap.”



. . . and by night

hot haute cuisine
“The Gorbals is famous for their bacon-wrapped  
matzo balls which gives you a little bit of insight into the 
sense of humor it has. I’m a very adventurous  
eater and it’s always unbelievably delicious and  
unbelievably unexpected. The live music is pretty  
much all unplugged. One of my favorite bands is  
called The [Petrojvic] Blasting Company. They play  
Serbian music and New Orleans jazz, all brass and  
accordion. It is wild. People dance on the tables.”

words to live by:

“Never waiver.”

a sense of style
“By night, [I like] a vintage dress. I’m 

shaped like dresses from the 40s… 
a Roland Mouret–type look, and I love a 

natural waistline. I’ve found some pretty 
fantastic vintage dresses. I always keep 

an eye out, but the best places are  
out of the state and out of the country.  
I hit a thrift store in Norway and got an 

incredible top and skirt and one of  
my favorite cardigans. And I’m always 

looking for colorful belts for my waist.”
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rock and roll:

“I love karaoke. I go 
karaoking and have a 

blast. I do ‘Oh, Darling’ 
by the Beatles. You can 

get super dramatic with it.”

“Yamashiro 
has a nighttime 
farmer’s market 
overlooking the 
city. It’s one of 
the secrets of 
Los Angeles.”

behind the wheel:

“I enjoy being a passenger, 
to scrutinize the city I’m 
always striving to know 
better. [But] I prefer to 
be the driver so we get 

there faster and to play 
the video game of life, 

taking  the turns …”

a little bit of late-night
“[The Spare Room at The Roosevelt] is deeply classy.  
Everything is wood-paneled and leather and the bowling  
shoes are all one-of-a-kind. And they have custom chess  
and checkers and Connect Four. It’s not pounding bass-lines 
and strobe lights; it was an instant success on a low-key 
level.”that I randomly found.”


